
HUMILITY 

Matthew 23: 1-12 



Matthew 23:1-12 

Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to 
His disciples: 2 “The scribes and the 
Pharisees are seated in the chair of 
Moses. 3 Therefore do whatever they 
tell you, and observe it. But don’t do 
what they do, because they don’t 
practice what they teach. 4 They tie up 
heavy loads that are hard to carry and 
put them on people’s shoulders, but 
they themselves aren’t willing to lift a 
finger to move them.  

 H 



Matthew 23:1-12 

5 They do everything to be observed 
by others: They enlarge their 
phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. 
6 They love the place of honor at 
banquets, the front seats in the 
synagogues, 7 greetings in the 
marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi’ 
by people. 

  

 H 



Matthew 23:1-12 

 8 “But as for you, do not be called 

‘Rabbi,’ because you have one Teacher, 
and you are all brothers. 9 Do not call 
anyone on earth your father, because 
you have one Father, who is in heaven. 
10 And do not be called masters either, 
because you have one Master, the 
Messiah.  

 
 

 H 



Matthew 23:1-12 

11 The greatest among you will be your 
servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself will 
be humbled, and whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted. 

 

 
 

 H 



Psalm 139 NIV 

23Search me, God, and 
know my heart; test me 
and know my anxious 
thoughts. 24See if there is 
any offensive way in me, 
and lead me in the way 
everlasting. 

 
 

 H 



Matthew 7:3-5 NIV 

3“Why do you look at the speck of 
sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay 
no attention to the plank in your own 
eye? 4How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ when all the time there is a 
plank in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, 
first take the plank out of your own 
eye, and then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck from your brother’s 
eye. 

 
 

 H 



2 Timothy 3:1  
1But realize this, that in the last days 
difficult times will come. 2For men will 
be lovers of self, lovers of money, 
boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient 
to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
3unloving, irreconcilable, malicious 
gossips, without self-control, brutal, 
haters of good, 4treacherous, reckless, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God, 5holding to a form 
of godliness, although they have 
denied its power; Avoid such men as 
these. 

 
 

 H 



Matthew 23 

Then Jesus spoke to the 
crowds and to His disciples: 
2 “The scribes and the 
Pharisees are seated in the 
chair of Moses.  

 H 



1.) The words they said and 
the life they lived did not 
match.  They were 
unwilling to apply what 
they knew.  They were not 
doers of the word.   

 H 



Matthew 23:3 

3 Therefore do whatever 
they tell you, and observe 
it. But don’t do what they 
do, because they don’t 
practice what they teach. 

 H 



2.) They were very severe 
in imposing upon others 
those things, those duties, 
those tasks, those beliefs, 
those practices, that they 
themselves were not 
willing to do.   

 H 



Matthew 23:4 

4 They tie up heavy loads 
that are hard to carry and 
put them on people’s 
shoulders, but they 
themselves aren’t willing to 
lift a finger to move them.  

 H 



3.) They were all for show.  
They wanted to be seen.     

 H 



Matthew 23:5-7 

5 They do everything to be observed 
by others: They enlarge their 
phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. 
6 They love the place of honor at 
banquets, the front seats in the 
synagogues, 7 greetings in the 
marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi’ 
by people. 

 H 



Matthew 5:16  
Common English Bible (CEB) 

16 In the same way, let your light 
shine before people, so they can 
see the good things you do and 

praise your Father who is in 
heaven. 

 

H 



1 Corinthians 4:6-8 

4.) They promoted a 
prideful way of living 
among others...  

 H 



1 Corinthians 4:6-8 

6 They love the place of 
honor at banquets, the 
front seats in the 
synagogues, 7 greetings in 
the marketplaces, and to 
be called ‘Rabbi’ by people. 

 H 



8 “But as for you, do not be called 
‘Rabbi,’ because you have one Teacher, 
and you are all brothers. 9 Do not call 
anyone on earth your father, because 

you have one Father, who is in heaven. 
10 And do not be called masters either, 

because you have one Master, the 
Messiah.  

11 The greatest among you will be your 
servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself will 

be humbled, and whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted. 

 

H 


